
n s i n k able ... iceb e rg ... trage dy — these
wo rds are synonymous with Ti t a n i c.
Th rough books, t e l ev i s i o n , and movies —
most notably the 1997 James Cameron film
— millions have learned about the ill-fated

liner and its passengers and crew. Many people know that
survivors were taken to New York City. 

Fewer know that victims were taken to Halifax, where the
majority lie in rest.

R e c e n t ly, my fa m i ly and I, plus another fa m i ly, spent a
week on vacation together in the Canadian city of Halifax,
capital of the province of Nova Scotia. For years I had been
i n t rigued by the story of Ti t a n i c. But until re c e n t ly I, l i ke
many others, knew only of the sinking, and not of the recov -
ery of the victims. This vacation was memorable not only for
the fact that our two families remain fri e n d s , but also fo r
giving me even more knowledge about the Titanic.

D u ring the last ye a r, I had purchased and read my fi rs t
s o u rce of info rm ation about the Ti t a n i c - H a l i fax connec -
t i o n : the book “ Ti t a n i c : D e s t i n ation Disaster” by John P.
E aton and Charles A. Haas. Only then did I learn of Hali -
fa x ’s sad distinction of having the largest number of Ti t a n -

ic graves in the wo rl d.
All of these factors had led to my wanting to vacation in

H a l i fax. And after successful nego t i ations with my fa m i ly
( who unbelievably had wanted to go elsewh e re) and my
wife’s friend’s family, we set off for Halifax. From Philadel -
phia, we drove north to Boston, then on to Portland, Maine.
Th at eve n i n g, we (along with our car) boarded the Scotia
P ri n c e, a fe rry wh i ch connects Po rtland with Ya rm o u t h ,
Nova Scotia. The next morning, we left the ferry and drove
three hours to Halifax.

During our time in Halifax, we would visit many places.
H owev e r, t wo of them proved par t i c u l a rly useful: t h e
C i t a d e l , and the Maritime Museum of the A t l a n t i c, a l s o
known simply as the “Maritime Museum.”

Located on a hill overlooking the city, the Citadel is the
most-visited site in Canada. For years, it defended the city
and its strategic harbor from potential French and U.S. at -
t a ck s , wh i ch never occurre d. Now inactive, the Citadel of -
fers sweeping views of Halifax and surrounding areas.

The Maritime Museum, on the wat e r f ro n t , contains nu -
m e rous Ti t a n i c - re l ated exhibits. In part i c u l a r, the mu s e u m
contains the only known surviving deck chair. The museum
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re c e ived this chair from the fa m i ly of the the Rev. Henry
Cunningham of St. George ’s Church , who had served as
chaplain on one of the victim recovery ships, and who had
received the chair in recognition of this work.

When one sees these exhibits, and visits the sites, one can
truly appreciate the magnitude and importance of the steps
involved in recovering the Titanic victims.

First Efforts

Once the White Star Line confirmed the Titanic as lost, i t
e n gaged — through its Halifax agent A . G. Jones — funeral di-
rector John Snow to coord i n ate the prep a rations for Ti t a n i c
victims. A . G. Jones also ch a rt e red the fi rst of four ve s s e l s
wh i ch would re c over victims: M a ck ay - B e n n e t t , owned by the
C o m m e rcial Cable Company, and commanded by Cap t a i n
F.H. Lard n e r. 

Because of its port locat i o n , and its access to ra i l ro a d
lines, Halifax proved to be an ideal location from which to
begin the recovery. In fact, several newspapers had reported
in error that Titanic had surv ived the collision, and wa s
being towed to Halifax. This confusion occurred because of
a mix-up in interp reting two diffe rent wireless tra n s m i s-
sions:

• Baltic had inquired whether Titanic was all ri g h t
• Asian had rep o rted that she was towing the disabl e d

D e u t s chland to Halifa x
M a ck ay-Bennett left the Halifax wat e r f ront on We d n e s d ay,

Ap ril 17. On board, along with the offi c e rs and crew, we re fu-
n e ral director Snow, as well as Canon Kenneth Hind of the
Anglican All Saints Cat h e d ral in Halifax. Canon Hind wo u l d
be re s p o n s i ble for leading services held ab o a rd the ship. No
rep re s e n t at ives of White Star Line accompanied Mack ay - B e n-
nett or any of the other ships. 

The spot at wh i ch Mack ay-Bennett left the wat e r f ront is
k n own today as Karl s e n ’s Wh a r f. Seve ral bl o cks north of the
M a ritime Museum, the wharf is used by the Karlsen Shipping
C o m p a ny, L t d. , of Halifax. A c c o rding to Fred DeBaie, m a ri n e
s u p e rintendent of the company, K a rlsen took over the wharf in
the mid-1940s.

Recovery

The ship traveled through 700 miles of fog and ch o p py
seas for three days. On the morning of Sunday, April 21, it

Replica of Titanic at the Maritime Museum in Halifax.
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began recovery efforts. According to crew member Arminias
Wiseman, that part of the ocean “was covered, as far as the
eye can see, of remains and of corpses which rolled on water
l i ke stoppers . . .” Th at day, M a ck ay-Bennett re c ove red 51
bodies.

As these bodies we re brought ab o a rd, a simple but effe c t ive
method of tra cking them was used. This method, d eveloped by

John Henry Barn s t e a d, H a l i fax Deputy Public Regi s t rar of
D e at h s , i nvo l ved placement of a stenciled nu m b e red tag with
e a ch body; inve n t o rying and placement of victim pro p e rty in a
b ag, with same number; re c o rding of pro p e rty as well as name
(if known) and description of victim on a corre s p o n d i n g ly
nu m b e red page of a ledger book.

These re c o rds proved useful in identifying victims, b e c a u s e

G e o rge Wright made many eff o rts to break down the class distinc-
tions of his time. An example of such an eff o rt was a public housing
development he built. Located in the south end of Halifax (left) this
development provided — on the same block — housing for upper- ,
middle-, and working-class residents of the city. In this develop-

ment lived Captain DeCart e ret of the Minia. Several blocks away is
G e o rge Wr i g h t ’s own home (right). Just before leaving England on
Titanic, he had changed his will, donating the home at his death to
the women of Halifax. To this day, the home remains the pro p e rty of

the Wo m e n ’s Council of Halifax. 
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of the ex t reme distress their bodies had
s u ffe re d. In these cases, the re c o rd s
often allowed for identific ation in the
d ay s , months and even ye a rs that fo l-
l owe d.

B e l ow are examples of re c ove ry
re c o rd s , s h owing how the info rm at i o n
gat h e red helped to identify the victim:

• No. 124 — Male — Estimated A ge
50 — Light hair & moustach e.

• Clothing — Blue serge suit; bl u e
h a n d ke rchief with “A . V.” belt with go l d
bu ckle; brown boots with red ru bb e r

soles; brown flannel shirt; “ J. J. A .” o n
b a ck of collar.

• Effects — Gold wat ch; cuff links,
gold with diamond; diamond ring with
t h ree stones; £225 in English notes;
$2,440 in notes; £5 in gold; 7s. in sil -
ver; five 10 franc pieces; gold pencil;
p o cke t b o o k .

• Fi rst Class Name — J. J. A s t o r

• No. 206 — Female — Estimat e d
age, 30 — Fair Hair

• Clothing — Brown Coat; gre e n
c a rd i gan; dark shirt; brown skirt under;

boots; no stockings. 
• Effects — We dding ring; brass ke ep -

er; mouth organ; purse and two coins;
a letter; 65 kroner; had four ch i l d re n
with her; letter from husband, N e i l
Pa u l s s o n , 94 Townsend St. Chicago .

• Th i rd Class Ti cket No. 349909 (5
Ti ckets) — Name — Alma Pa u l s o n

• No. 202 — Male — Estimated A ge,
35 — Black hair, no mark s

• Clothing — Grey ove rc o at; grey
mu ffler; unifo rm , green facing; gre e n
s o cks; cru c i fix .

• Effects — Diamond pin; go l d
wat ch; keys; knife; sove reign case, N o .
2; pocketbook; memo book; 8s.; go l d
ri n g, m a rked “ J. F. P. C .”

• Name - J. F. P. Clarke

One victim, the fo u rth re c ove re d,
t o u ched the crew of Mack ay-Bennett. A
fa i r- h a i red baby boy about two ye a rs
o l d, he was found flo ating on the ocean
with no identifi c ation. Moved by this
s i g h t , the offi c e rs and crew later wo u l d
c o n t ri bute to his grave marke r.

In deat h , as in life, class distinctions
p reva i l e d. Fi rs t - class passenge rs we re
embalmed on board and placed into
c a s kets. Other passenge rs and crew
we re placed on ice below deck or sim-
p ly stacked on deck and cove red with
c a nva s .

I n i t i a l ly, M a ck ay-Bennett intended to
re t u rn as many victims as possible to
H a l i fax. Only those too badly disfig u re d
or decomposed we re to be bu ried at sea.
As the days passed, h oweve r, M a ck ay -
Bennett found more and more victims.
For ex a m p l e, d u ring just two day s
( Ap ril 22 and 23), the ship re c ove re d
114 bodies. Because of these large
nu m b e rs , M a ck ay-Bennett began bu ry-
ing more and more victims at sea, re-

The spot at which Mackay-Bennett
left the waterf ront is known today as

K a r l s e n ’s Wharf .
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ga rdless of condition. These bu rials we re done using scrap
i ro n , wh i ch would weigh down the canva s - e n closed bodies. A t
the same time, C aptain Lardner contacted White Star Line re-
questing additional ships. In re s p o n s e, White Star ch a rt e red a
second one, the Minia. Owned by the A n g l o - A m e rican Te l e-
graph Company Ltd. , Minia was commanded by Captain W. G.
S. DeCart e ret. Iro n i c a l ly, C aptain DeCart e ret lived in a home
built by a Titanic victim, H a l i fax philanthropist George
W ri g h t .

C o n s i d e red by many to be a social progre s s ive, W ri g h t
made many effo rts to break down the class distinctions of his
t i m e. An example of such an effo rt was a public housing de-
velopment he built. Located in the south end of Halifa x , t h i s

d evelopment provided — on the same bl o ck — housing fo r
u p p e r- , m i dd l e - , and wo rk i n g - class residents of the city. In this
d evelopment lived Captain DeCart e ret of the Minia.

Minia left the Central Wh a r f, on the Halifax wat e r f ro n t , o n
Ap ril 21. Its dep a rt u re was almost delayed because of a lack of
c a s kets. Howeve r, a Halifax casket company wo rked continu-
o u s ly the previous day and night to meet the demand.

Wo rking both alone and later with Minia, M a ck ay - B e n n e t t
re c ove red a total of 306 bodies, of wh i ch 116 we re bu ried at
s e a , b e fo re leaving the area for Halifax on Ap ril 26. Continu-
ing by hers e l f, Minia re c ove red an additional 17 bodies, o f
wh i ch two we re bu ried at sea.

M o n t m ag ny, the third ship to join,re c ove red four victims, o f

Today, both the rink and Snow’s funeral home still exist, but at
different locations. The former rink location now is an army-navy

surplus store (left), while Snow’s former funeral home is now a fa-
mous Halifax restaurant called The Five Fishermen (right). 
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whom one was bu ried at sea. She took the other three (incl u d-
ing Charles Hay s , p resident of the Canadian Grand Tru n k
R a i lway) to the coastal town of Louisbu rg. From there, ra i l-
road cars took the coffins to Halifa x .

The final ship ch a rt e red — A l ge rine — left St. Jo h n ’s , N ew-

fo u n d l a n d, on May 15. Howeve r, she re c ove red just one vic-
t i m , saloon stewa rd James McGra dy. He was the last victim
re c ove red during the operation (although three other ships not
p a rt of the “ o ffi c i a l ” re c ove ry effo rt — Oceanic, I l fo rd, a n d
C a rp athia —discove red a total of eight additional bodies, all of
wh i ch we re bu ried at sea). 

Although McGra dy was the 328th and final victim fo u n d
d u ring this White Star- s p o n s o red re c ove ry, he was assigned
number #330. This discrep a n cy arose because re c ove ry per-
s o n n e l , for unknown re a s o n s , failed to use two pages of their
l e d ger book.

Return to Halifax

On Ap ril 30, M a ck ay-Bennett (by this time called the
“ D e ath Ship” because of its contents) arrived in Halifax with
its 190 victims. As it entered Halifax Harbour, ch u rch bells
t h roughout the city rang in tri bu t e. The ship docked north of its
d ep a rt u re point, at a wharf run by the Canadian Nav y. This lo-
c ation offe red not only more space, but also a high wall to
shield the ship and its contents from the curious. Mack ay - B e n-
nett unloaded the Titanic victims while being guarded by both
H a l i fax police and crew members of the Canadian naval ship
N i o b e. Once re m oved from Mack ay - B e n n e t t , the victims we re
t a ken by hors e - d rawn hearse to the May flower Curling Rink,
then located on A gricola Street in the city’s north end.

The area to wh e re Mack ay-Bennett re t u rned is still a nava l
fa c i l i t y, and there fo re closed to the publ i c. This facility is lo-
c ated dire c t ly beneath the Angus L. MacDonald Bri d ge, wh i ch
connects the cities of Halifax and Dart m o u t h .

Because of the large number of victims, S n ow and the Hali-
fax authorities had decided to use this rink as a tempora ry
m o rg u e. Curl i n g, a popular Canadian sport , i nvo l ves the spin-
ning of a special stone over ice, within a hockey - s i zed ri n k .
The large amount of space there would allow for the orga n i ze d
p ro c e s s i n g, i d e n t i fic at i o n , and claiming of victims.

Within the main section of the ri n k , t e m p o ra ry part i t i o n s

On April 21, an overflow crowd gathered at St. Paul’s Church. This
c h u rch, the oldest Protestant one in Canada, sits opposite Snow’s
1912 funeral home (now The Five Fishermen restaurant) in a place

called the Halifax Grand Parade. At the service, many Canadian
dignitaries paid their respects to the victims, in particular to

c h u rch member George Wright, a businessman and philanthro p i s t ,
thought to be the only Halifax resident to die in the disaster.
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we re ere c t e d, c re ating cubicles each
holding up to three bodies. Once em-
balming was complete, the bodies of
victims we re brought into these cubi-
cl e s , wh e re fa m i ly members could view
and identify them. On seve ral occa-
s i o n s , nu rses at the rink had to adminis-
ter smelling salts to rev ive those wh o
had fa i n t e d.

One funeral director — Frank Newe l l
of Ya rm o u t h , on the southwest coast of
N ova Scotia — re c e ived a shocking sur-
p ri s e. While prep a ring victims, he dis-
c ove red among them his own uncl e,
firs t - class passenger and banker A rt h u r
N ewell of Lex i n g t o n , M a s s .

In addition to the curling ri n k , Jo h n
S n ow ’s own funeral home fa c i l i t y, o n
A rgyle Stre e t , was used to prep a re vic-
tims. These victims, wh i ch incl u d e d

John Jacob A s t o r, we re firs t - class pas-
s e n ge rs. His body was claimed by son
Vi n c e n t , who had arrived in Halifa x
f rom New Yo rk via his fat h e r ’s privat e
ra i l road car. 

Of the 209 victims re t u rned to Hali-
fa x , 59 we re claimed by re l at ives and
t a ken elsewh e re for interment. The re-
maining 150 we re interred in one of
t h ree Halifax cemeteri e s : Fa i rv i ew
L aw n , 121; Mt. Olive t , 19; Baron de
H i rs ch , 1 0 .

Funeral Services and Interments

The earliest of many funeral serv i c e s
o c c u rred even befo re victims we re re-
t u rned to Halifax. On Ap ril 21, an ove r-
fl ow crowd ga t h e red at St. Pa u l ’s
C h u rch. This ch u rch , the oldest Pro t e s-
tant one in Canada, sits opposite Snow ’s

1912 funeral home (now The Five Fi s h-
e rmen re s t a u rant) in a place called the
H a l i fax Grand Pa ra d e. At the serv i c e,
m a ny Canadian dignitaries paid their re-
spects to the victims, in particular to
ch u rch member George W ri g h t , a bu s i-
nessman and philanthro p i s t , thought to
be the only Halifax resident to die in the
d i s a s t e r.

On May 3, after victims had beg u n
a rriving at Halifa x , s e rvices we re held at
the fo l l owing ch u rch e s :

St. Mary ’s Catholic Church , for fo u r
t h e n - u n i d e n t i fied female victims (one of
wh i ch was later identified as third - cl a s s
p a s s e n ger Marga ret Rice).

B ru n sw i ck Street United Methodist
C h u rch (destroyed by fire in 1979), fo r
50 unidentified victims, thought to be
c rew members

The fo l l owing day, M ay 4, a serv i c e
was held at St. George ’s A n g l i c a n
C h u rch (known as the “Round Church ” )
for the “ u n k n own ch i l d ” who had been
re c ove red by the crew of Mack ay - B e n-
nett. After considering nu m e rous re-
quests from citizens of Halifax to pay
for the ch i l d ’s funera l , the authori t i e s
granted this priv i l ege to Captain Lard-
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Victims Interred at Halifax
Total M a l e F e m a l e

B a ron de Hirsch 10 10 0
Mt. Olivet 1 9 1 5 4
F a i r v i e w 1 2 1 1 1 7 4
To t a l 1 5 0 1 4 2 8
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ner of Mack ay-Bennett and his crew. A t
the end of the serv i c e, six crew m e n , a c t-
ing as pallbeare rs , c a rried the ch i l d ’s
c a s ket to a hears e.

L e aving St. George ’s , the hearse pro-
ceeded to the nonsectarian Fa i rv i ew
L awn Cemetery in the north end of Hal-
i fax. Th e re, the child was bu ried be-
n e ath a large stone marker wh i ch re a d s
s i m p ly :

“ E rected to the Memory of an Un-
k n own Child Whose Remains we re Re-
c ove red after the Disaster to the Ti t a n i c,
Ap ril 15, 1 9 1 2 .”

I ro n i c a l ly, this child turned out to
h ave been bu ried less than 10 feet fro m
his mother. Later re s e a rch , using the
re c o rds from the re c ove ry pro c e s s , i d e n-
t i fied the child as two - ye a r-old Gosta
L e o n a rd Paulson of Sweden.  His moth-
e r, 2 9 - ye a r-old Alma Pa u l s o n , had been
t raveling with him and her three other
ch i l d re n , ages eight, s i x , and fo u r. Th ey
we re bound for Chicago , wh e re her hus-
band Nils Paulson had alre a dy settled.
As the ship was fo u n d e ri n g,Alma Pa u l-
son huddled her ch i l d ren around her and
p l ayed a harmonica to ke ep them calm.
This harmonica proved important lat e r
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Grave of Unknown Child which re a d s :
“ E rected to the memory of an unknown

child whose remains were re c o v e red after
the disaster to the Titanic April 15th, 1912.”

Search Results
# of victims Victims Returned Victims Buried

Ship Found to Halifax at Sea
M a c k a y - B e n n e t t 306 190 1 1 6
M i n i a 1 7 1 5 2
M o n t m a g n y 4 3 * 1
A l g e r i n e 1 1 0
To t a l * * 3 2 8 * * 2 0 9 1 1 9

* Montmagny re t u rned these bodies to the town of Louisburg, Nova Scotia on May 13.
F rom there, railroad cars transported them to Halifax.

** Three other ships (Oceanic, Ilford, and Carpathia — the ship which had rescued the Ti-
tanic survivors) discovered a total of eight additional bodies, bringing the total number of bod-
ies found to 336. All of them were buried at sea. 
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in identifying her body. Her other ch i l d ren we re never fo u n d.
Other notable victims at Fa i rv i ew besides the unknown ch i l d

i n clude orch e s t ra violinist John Law “ Jo ck ” Hume; Ern e s t
Fre e m a n , s e c re t a ry to White Star Line ch a i rman J. Bru c e
I s m ay (Ismay paid for the elab o rate marker here); James Daw-
s o n , Titanic crew member (His grave is marked simply as “ J.
D aw s o n .” M a ny visitors part i c u l a rly young gi rls there fo re as-
sume that he is instead Ja ck Daw s o n , fictional hero of the
James Cameron mov i e.) 

In 1944, Fa i rv i ew Cemetery Company Limited, wh i ch ra n
the cemetery, went out of business. As a re s u l t , the city of Hal-
i fax assumed re s p o n s i b i l i t y. The city continues to run the
c e m e t e ry to this day,under superintendent William Cleary. 

The four rows of graves at Fa i rv i ew are designed to re s e m-
ble a ship’s hull. The right side of this “ h u l l ” is empty (i.e.
contains no marke rs ) , symbolizing the damage to Titanic fro m
the collision. A l s o , the “ h u l l ” faces northeast — the same di-
rection in wh i ch the actual bow of Titanic rests at the bottom
of the A t l a n t i c.

N ext to Fa i rv i ew is the Jewish Baron de Hirs ch Cemetery.
Ten Titanic victims are interred here, of wh i ch only two are
i d e n t i fi e d. But at least one of them — Michel Nav rat i l , a
C atholic — should not have been interred at Baron de Hirs ch
at all. 

N av ratil had been fleeing France with his two sons, age s
t h ree and fo u r, because of a custody dispute with his estra n ge d
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Ten Titanic victims are interred at Baron de Hirsch Cemetery, of which only two are identified. 
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w i fe. As an ex t ra pre c a u t i o n , he wa s
t raveling under the assumed name
“Louis Hoff m a n ,” and kept to himself
t h roughout the trip. During the eva c u a-
t i o n , N av ratil handed his sons to a pas-
s e n ger in collap s i ble lifeb o at D. Th i s
p a s s e n ge r, the Nav ratil boy s , and the
o t h e rs in this lifeb o at we re re s c u e d.
H oweve r, N av ratil himself peri s h e d.
When his body was re c ove re d, his fa l s e
name led authorities to assume that he
was Jew i s h , and to inter him at Baro n
de Hirs ch. 

O n ly lat e r, when new s p ap e rs bega n
w riting and printing pictures of the “ o r-
phans of the Ti t a n i c,” did Marc e l l e
N av ratil learn about her ch i l d ren and
l ate husband. Brought to New Yo rk
f rom France by White Star Line, s h e
was reunited with them on May 16. A l l
of them later re t u rned ab o a rd another
White Star Line ship, the Oceanic
( wh i ch iro n i c a l ly located and bu ried at
sea at least one other Titanic victim).

In August 1996, 8 8 - ye a r-old Mich e l
N av ratil Jr. — by then a re t i red pro fe s-
sor living in France — came to Halifa x
and the Baron de Hirs ch Cemetery fo r
the first time. Kneeling by his fat h e r ’s
grave, he smiled and touched the mark-
er as a priest blessed the site. Edga r
Wo l m a n , ch a i rman of the Baron de
H i rs ch Cemetery Committee of Beth Is-
rael Synagog u e, witnessed the eve n t
and re m e m b e rs it well. “I found the
visit touch i n g,” said Wo l m a n , “ b e c a u s e
it was the fi rst time he had seen the
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Notable victims at Fairview include
James Dawson, Titanic crew member.

(His grave is marked simply as “J.
Dawson.” Many visitors, part i c u l a r l y

young girls, there f o re assume that he
is instead Jack Dawson, fictional hero

of the James Cameron movie.)

American Funeral Director, October 1999



grave. I thought of
it as a historic mo-
ment itself.”

I n t e re s t i n g ly,
m a ny (if not most)
other Titanic vic-
tims at Baron de
H i rs ch Cemetery
also may be non-
Jewish. Th at such
a situation might
be true does not
s u rp rise Wo l m a n .
G iven the diffi c u l t
s i t u ation at the
t i m e, c e m e t e ry
s t a ff could re ly
o n ly on clues such
as surnames. In
his wo rd s , “ t h ey
just had to do the
best they could.”

The third Ti t a n-
ic cemetery in
H a l i fax is Mt.
O l ivet. Run by the
C atholic Cemeter-
ies Commission, under Exe c u t ive Man-
ager Darlene Hickey, Mt. Olivet holds
19 victims, i n cluding orch e s t ra member
J. F. P. Clarke. Another victim, S e rra n d o
Ovies y Rodri g u e z , is the only one to
h ave been disinterre d. Ori gi n a l ly in-
t e rred at Fa i rv i ew, he was later discov-
e red to be Cat h o l i c. This discove ry led
to his disinterment from Fa i rv i ew and
re i n t e rment at Mt. Olive t .

If you visit these cemeteri e s , you will
notice that most of the graves have the
same plain granite marke r. The marke rs
also display :

• The victim nu m b e r, assigned duri n g
the re c ove ry (in most cases)

• Deceased date of Ap ril 15, 1 9 1 2

• Name (wh e re know n )
To dat e, at least 107 of the 150 vic-

tims interred in Halifax have been iden-
t i fie d.

S t atistics of the interred victims re-
flect the “ women and ch i l d ren firs t ” p o l-
i cy wh i ch Captain Smith decreed that
fateful night. Of these 150 victims, o n ly
eight are wo m e n .

All these Halifax sites provide an
abundance of info rm ation and memo-
ries about the Titanic disaster, and of the
h e roic effo rts of these who re c ove re d
the victims. One can draw many con-
clusions about the “lessons of the Ti t a n-
i c,” and speculate endlessly about wh at
might and could have been.  One can

a d m i re the effo rts of the ship crew s , f u-
n e ral dire c t o rs , and cemetery staff in re-
c ove ri n g, p rep a ri n g, and laying victims
to rest. But most import a n t ly, one mu s t
remember these victims. As Ms. Hickey
s ay s , “let them rest in peace.”

A F D
Calvin Sun is a consultant who has

wo rked with many deat h - c a re orga n i -
z ations. He has written for seve ra l
d e ath care publ i c at i o n s , i n cl u d i n g
A m e rican Cemetery, and has give n
p re s e n t ations and training classes on
customer service. A member of the Ti -
tanic Historical Society, he also has
lectured on Titanic at the 1998 NFDA
convention.

C o ffins being unloaded at naval dockyard. Photo courtesy of the Public Archives of Nova Scotia.
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