American Cemetery, July 2004

A Name at Last:

ldentifying the Unknown Child
Of the Titanic

f all the frustrations that face
a funeral director, few ex-
ceed that of having an un-

named decedent. Interring a “John”
or a “Jane Doe” means no relatives
to notify, no family to counsel and no
real name to engrave. After the Ti-
tanic disaster, funeral directors faced
this problem in preparing bodies that
had been returned to Halifax, Nova
Scotia, the city from which the recov-
ery operation was based. Of the 209
bodies that were brought there, 150
are interred in three cemeteries and
over 40 of them remain unidentified.

One of the most poignant stories
of these victims involves a young boy.
Known officially as body #4, he car-
ried no identification. The crew of
the ship that recovered him, moved
by his plight, contributed towards
the boy’s funeral, marker and inter-
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ment at city-owned Fairview Lawn
Cemetery. Set among 120 other Ti-
tanic markers, that of the Unknown
Child of the Titanic (as the boy came
to be known) reads:
Erected
to the memory
of an
unknown child
whose remains
were recovered
after the
disaster to
the Titanic
April 15, 1912

For 90 years, the boy lay unidenti-
fied at Fairview. Then in 2002, a
team of researchers finally gave him a
name.

Halifax geologist Alan Ruffman
has long been a Titanic student. The

author of “Titanic Remembered: The
Unsinkable Ship and Halifax,” Ruff-
man has spent hours at the cemeter-
ies and at the Public Archives of
Nova Scotia, which houses records of
the recovery operation. Over 40 fu-
neral directors from the Canadian
Maritime Provinces, led by John
Snow of J.A. Snow Funeral Home in
Halifax, took part in that operation.
For some time, Ruffman had been
investigating the identity of another
victim at Fairview, body #281, and
was working with the Reverend
Canon David Browning of Fonthill,
Ontario. Browning, rector of the An-
glican Holy Trinity Parish, is clergy-
man to the family of victim and
crewmember Catherine J. Wallis, and
was serving as a go-between to pro-
tect their then-desire for anonymity.
They long believed that Mrs. Wallis
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